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Bengali in the Presidency College. Sir Gooroodass
freely acknowledged his debt to this Professor for
valuable hints which he got from him in the matter
of translation from Bengali to English.

Gooroodass Banerjee passed the F.A. Examina-
tion in 1862, standing first in order of merit,
Babu Nilambar occupying the second place of
honour from the Sanskrit College.

. Babu Krishna Kamal Bhattacharyya, the dib-
tinguished Sanskrit scholar and philosopher, used
to teach Bengali in the B. A. classes. Michael
Madhu Sudan Dutt's celebrated epic poem, the
" Meghnadbadha" was published in the early
sixties but it met with scant welcome at the hands
of the reading Bengali public of the day, specially
the Pundit class. The book was written in blank
verse and was the first of its kind to be so written.
Like all great innovations, it became at once a
target for hostile criticism ; and the Pundits con-
demned it in no measured terms and considered
the departure from the time-honoured practice as>
an unpardonable offence on the part of the author.
Such was the reception accorded, at its first appear-
ance, to the book which was destined to occupy
the first place in Bengali poetic literature and to
make the name of the author immortal. But
Gooroodass Banerjee was quick to appreciate the
merits of the book even when he was an under-
graduate, and he wrote anonymously to Dr. Duff,
\yho was then a very influential member of the
Syndicate of the Calcutta University about the great